Draft Executive Order on Clean and Green State Fleets


NOTE: this is a draft for discussion purposes only

DRAFT*DRAFT*DRAFT

 Executive Order

CONTINUING TO IMPROVE THE ENERGY EFFICIENCY OF 

STATE FLEET VEHICLES

"GREEN AND CLEAN STATE VEHICLES"

WHEREAS, Rhode Island is dedicated to the mutually compatible goals of environmental protection, efficient use of resources, sound fiscal policy,economic growth; and,

WHEREAS, improving energy efficiency in the state motor vehicle fleet will lower fuel costs; and,

WHEREAS, the use of fuel in motor vehicles has a significant impact on the environment, contributing to emissions of greenhouse gases, nitrogen oxides, air toxics and other pollutants; and,

WHEREAS, the state government has already taken appropriate steps to assume a leadership role in promoting the efficient use of energy and natural resources in the interest of the long-term protection and enhancement of our environment, our economy, and the health of our children and future generations of Rhode Islanders.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, _____ Governor of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and Laws of the State of Rhode Island, do hereby order as follows:

A. Purchase of New Light-Duty Vehicles; Fuel Efficiency; Emissions

It is the goal of the Administration (1) to reduce the fuel consumption of the state vehicle fleet, (2) to improve the overall fuel-efficiency of the state motor vehicle fleet to exceed the Federal average Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) standard from the current 24.7 combined; (3) to decrease the pollution emissions of the state fleet by increasing fuel efficiency and embracing cleaner technologies, and (4) to purchase vehicles that provide the best value on a total ownership cost basis.

A.1. alternative fuel and hybrid-electric vehicle purchases

State fleet motor vehicle purchases shall continue to comply with the requirements of the Energy Policy Act of 1992 (EPAct) in ensuring a minimum of 75% of state fleet vehicles shall be alternative fueled.  The remaining 25% of all new vehicles purchased shall be hybrid electric vehicles to the greatest extent possible.  Currently hybrid electric models are available in the compact, and midsize classes.  Manufacturers have announced that hybrid SUV and light truck classes are scheduled for production over the next couple of years.

A.2. Fuel efficiency standards for passenger cars and light duty trucks

All agencies shall purchase the most economical, fuel efficient and low-emission vehicles appropriate to the mission. Unless a need is clearly demonstrated otherwise or as is required by EPACT, the goal will be that all new light duty trucks achieve a minimum of 19 mpg (estimated combined city and highway - as calculated from values published in the Annual USDOE/EPA Fuel Economy Guide) and to be certified to Tier 2-Bin 5 or better.
   In addition, the goal will be that all light duty passenger vehicles (subcompacts, compacts, and sedans) achieve a minimum of 26 mpg (estimated city and highway combined - as calculated from values published in the Annual EPA Fuel Economy Guide)  The Department of Administration will periodically review these standards with the goal being to exceed the federal standards for the state's fleet.

A.3. Downsizing state fleets  

The Department of Administration shall continue to apply the state fleet operations SUV policy to discourage the purchase of sport utility vehicles. The policy is attached as Appendix A.  

B. Aftermarket Parts and Maintenance

B.1. Reducing fuel consumption through the use of improved lubricating oil

Reducing the viscosity of lubricating oil can increase fuel efficiency by an average of 3%.  State fleets shall purchase 5W20 or 10W20 lubricating oil in lieu of other lubricating oils to improve the fuel efficiency of the vehicle fleet.

B.2. Fuel efficient tires

Fleet operators will require bidders on replacement tire contracts to submit information on rolling resistance, using an appropriate SAE test procedure.  These fleet operators shall coordinate on developing low rolling resistance specifications for the purchase of replacement tires for their passenger vehicle and truck fleets. They shall purchase low rolling resistance tires that also have superior tread life.  Emergency vehicles are exempt from this provision.
B.3. Maintenance

Proper vehicle maintenance can reduce motor vehicle GHGs.  State fleet vehicles shall be maintained according to manufacturer specifications and fleet managers shall ensure that tires are kept inflated to manufacturer specifications as is currently required by state fleet operations.  

C. Reporting

The Director of the Department of Administration shall prepare a report annually on state progress in meeting fuel efficiency goals as articulated in this executive order.  The report shall be distributed to the Governor, the Department of Environmental Management, and be made available to the public.

� Light duty vehicles 8500 pounds or less gross vehicle weight


� State fleet staff requested that the mpg requirement be expressed in city and/or highway mpg rather than combined fuel economy since fuel economy is reported in both city and highway mileage, but not as combined.  We are currently discussing how best to do this, and will have a proposal ready for the meeting on the 25th.


� Unless otherwise specified by the manufacturer for the model year indicated.
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